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NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court

on Monday said it expects the

trial in all five cases related to

Unnao gang rape to be “free and

fair”.

A bench led by Justice

Deepak Gupta made the remark

while hearing an application

filed by one of the accused in the

2017 gang rape case who has

questioned the “fairness” of the

top court order that fixed a

45-day deadline for a lower

court to complete the trial in all

cases.

Accused Shashi Singh has

claimed that 45 days’ times is too

less to complete the trial, and

that his right to defend himself

by cross-examining the wit-

nesses will not be available to

him. 

The top court has sought a

reply from the trial judge who

was named to exclusively hear

all the cases, and fixed Septem-

ber 6 to hear the matter again. 

In a related development, the

Central Bureau of Investigation

(CBI) on Monday recorded the

statement of the rape survivor

in connection with a road acci-

dent case in July, in which she

and her lawyer were seriously

injured. 

Two of the 19-year-old survi-

vor’s relatives died in the acci-

dent; one of them was a witness

in the rape case. 

CBI officials said her state-

ment was recorded only after

the doctors at New Delhi’s All

India Institute of Medical Scien-

ces (AIIMS), where the woman

is undergoing treatment, con-

firmed that there was consider-

able improvement in her medi-

cal condition. 

The woman has alleged that

du-Muslim issues were to be

decided on the basis of evidence

given by persons,” he cautioned.

Historical facts would only lead to

erroneous conclusions, he said. 

Justice Chandrachud pointed

out that such an argument would

also affect his case which was

built on the “positive case” that

the Babri Masjid was built during

Babur’s time and the reference to

inscriptions which were all based

on history.

Meanwhile, the apex court

also agreed to hear on Tuesday a

contempt plea filed by Dhavan

related to threats  he said he

received for taking up the matter.

Dhavan, who appeared for lead

petitioner M Siddiq and the All

India Sunni Waqf Board, has said

that he received a letter on

August 14, 2019 from N Shanmu-

gam, a retired education officer,

threatening him for appearing for

the Muslim parties.

Smriti Kak Ramachandran
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Rashtriya Sway-

amsevak Sangh (RSS) and the

Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind (JuH) have

agreed to work jointly to promote

harmony and accord in the coun-

try, said functionaries of both

organisations  aware of the devel-

opment.

On Friday, RSS chief Mohan

Bhagwat met the chief of JuH,

Maulana Syed Arshad Madani

here, and both  agreed to formal-

ise a plan to create amity between

their respective communities.

According to a person familiar

with what transpired at the meet-

ing who spoke on condition of

anonymity, RSS leader Ram Lal,

who was recently made in-charge

of the Samapark Vibhag, the out-

reach arm of the organisation,

and who earlier served as the gen-

eral secretary ( organisation) in

the BJP,  has been given the man-

date to plan  how the two organi-

sations will share a platform.

During the meeting that lasted

over an hour, Bhagwat is learnt to

have assured Madani that Mus-

lims in India have nothing to fear

and that the Sangh’s ideology

does not perceive them as differ-

ent from Hindus.

The person cited in the first

instance added that  Madani

underlined three issues that Mus-

lims are  worried about: mob

lynching, names being  left out of

the national register of citizens

(NRC) in Assam;  and are gener-

ally afraid. 

“Madani told Bhagwat that he

did not agree to the ideology of

Veer Savarkar and MS Gol-

walkar (the second sarsangacha-

lak of the RSS) and the current

atmosphere of fear and animosity

is a cause of concern. Bhagwat for

his part said one must look ahead

and Hindutva  means both Hin-

dus and Muslims being together,”

this person said. A second  func-

tionary familiar with the meeting

said the issue of Ram Janma-

bhoomi and the restructuring of

Jammu and Kashmir was not dis-

cussed at the meeting.

“The meeting was planned

over a year and a half ago, but

could not be scheduled for among

other reasons on account of the

general elections. Sunil Desh-

pande (RSS functionary) came

across the work that JuH does in

the sectors of education and

social welfare and reached out to

us,” said an aide of Madani.

The meeting between Bhagwat

and Madani comes ahead of the

Sangh’s upcoming Samanvay

Baithak (coordination meeting)

in Rajasthan’s Pushkar next

week, which will be attended by

150 functionaries and the top

brass of the RSS and the BJP.

Reacting to the meeting

between Bhagwat and Madani, a

senior RSS functionary said this

is not the first time that Muslim

leaders have engaged with the

Sangh.

 “When K Sudarshan was the

Sarsangachalak, he had meetings

with several leaders from Mus-

lim and Christian communi-

ties...” the functionary said.

RSS, Muslim body to join hands to ‘promote harmony’

Sadiq Naqvi
n syed.sadiq@htlive.com

GUWAHATI: The police arrested 22

people on Monday, a day after a

73-year-old doctor succumbed to

injuries inflicted by tea garden

workers angry at the death of a

colleague in Assam’s Jorhat.

“We have arrested 22 persons

and sent them to judicial custody

today [Monday]. They have been

arrested on charges of murder,

rioting, assault and provision of

the Assam Medicare Services

Persons Medicare Service Insti-

tutions (Prevention of Violence

and Damage to Property) Act,

2011,” said NV Chandrakant,

superintendent of police, Jorhat,

adding that some more workers

are being interrogated.

Chandrakant said more than

half the arrested persons work at

the Teok Tea Estate where the

incident happened. “We have

(also) identified the seven to eight

people who played a main role in

the crime,” he  added.

The incident is the latest in

attacks against doctors across the

country by irate patients or their

friends and relatives. After coun-

trywide protests by doctors in

June, the government promised

to draft a law on violence against

doctors. A draft is ready, news

agency PTI reported in mid-Au-

gust, and could be presented

before the Union Cabinet shortly.

“The garden doctor, Dr Deben

Dutta was assaulted [on Satur-

day] following the death of one

Somra Majhi who was undergo-

ing treatment at the estate’s hos-

pital,” Jorhat district deputy

commissioner Roshni Aparanji

Korati had said on Sunday. Dr

Dutta was taken to Jorhat Medi-

cal College and Hospital, where

he died while undergoing treat-

ment on Sunday, she had added.

22 held for murder 
of tea garden doctor

CHANDIGARH:  The Supreme Court

would on Tuesday take up the

Sutlej-Yamuna Link (SYL) canal

issue. In the last hearing in July,

the court had asked the chief min-

isters of Punjab and Haryana to

form a committee to resolve the

issue with the Centre’s media-

tion. “We hope and trust that

functionaries of both states will

rise to the occasion to find out a

solution, which is in the interest

of all,” the court had then said. It

added that if required, they would

hear the matter on merit.

But the meetings between offi-

cials of Punjab and Haryana on

the issue remained inconclusive.

Punjab said the quantum of water

flowing through the Ravi and

Beas rivers came down consider-

ably. It has been seeking a reas-

sessment of the water volume.

Haryana has been seeking the

completion of the SYL canal to get

its share of 3.5 million acre-feet of

river waters. It has maintained

that Punjab should comply with

the 2002 and 2004 SC orders in this

regard. Haryana is getting 1.62

million acre-feet of the Ravi-Beas

waters. In July, Punjab Chief

Minister Amarinder Singh said

Punjab had no problem in shar-

ing water with anyone if it had

enough of the vital resource.

Singh on Monday met Union

Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra

Singh Shekhawat. An official

release quoting the CM said he

did not discuss the issue with the

Union minister but sought a com-

prehensive mechanism from the

Centre to check recurrence of

floods as the state was not in a

position to bear losses every year.

(HTC with PTI inputs)

Sutlej-Yamuna Link 
canal issue to be 
heard in SC today

GREATER NOIDA:  An accused in the

2015 Dadri lynching case was

arrested after an encounter with

police in Greater Noida  in Uttar

Pradesh on Monday, police said.

The 30-year-old man, identi-

fied as Hariom, a resident of Bish-

ada, is currently out on bail after

he was arrested in Mohammed

Akhlaq’s murder case.

Anil Kumar, Station House

Officer, Jarcha police Station,

said police received information

about a suspect early Monday

morning in the area. “A police

team reached the spot and found

the suspect on a motorcycle

which had no registration num-

ber plate. The suspect started the

motorcycle and tried to flee after

seeing the police,” he said..

Kumar said the accused

opened fire at police team when

signalled to stop for checking.

“The police opened fire in retalia-

tion in which the suspect was

injured in his left leg and fell on

the ground,” he said.

The police apprehended the

accused and seized a country-

made gun and motorcycle from

his possession.

Hari Om is one of the 18 men

accused of killing 52-year-old

Mohammad Akhlaq at Bishada

village in September 2015 over

suspicion that he had stored beef

in his house He is wanted in 11

criminal cases including murder,

attempt to murder, loot and a few

cases under Arms Act registered

in Greater Noida and Ghaziabad.

A fresh case under the Arms Act

and relevant section of IPC. HTC

O U T  O N  B A I L

Dadri lynching accused 
held after UP gunfight 

shortstories

FOUR DETAINED WITH 50 DETONATORS 
IN ELECTION-BOUND DANTEWADA 
RAIPUR : Four people detained in Chhattisgarh’s Maoist-hit, poll-bound 
Dantewada district, police said. The consignment of 50 detonators packed in 
two bags, for possible Maoist use, was recovered from four persons travel-
ling from Hyderabad to Katekalyan in a bus in the poll- bound district, 
Dantewada superintendent of police Abhishek Pallava said. The bypoll in 
Dantewada assembly seat, necessitated by the death of MLA Bhima Man-
davi in a Maoist attack in April this year, will be held on September 23.

PILGRIM THRASHED ON SUSPICION OF 
CHILD-LIFTING IN RAJASTHAN
JODHPUR:  A pilgrim was brutally beaten up by some villagers on the 
suspicion of child-lifting in Rajasthan’s Jodhpur district, police said on 
Monday.  “A video of the villagers beating him up mercilessly went viral on 
social media. On the basis of it, we have identified four persons. A case has 
been registered against them,” said Phalodi SHO Rajeev Bhadu. The victim 
was identified as Shambhulal Garasia from Sirohi district in Rajasthan. He 
was on his way to Ramdeora near Pokhran in Jaisalmer district to pay 
obeisance to local deity Baba Ramdeo.

CBI TAKES OVER 
PROBE INTO 
IMA PONZI CASE
NEW DELHI:  The CBI has taken 
over the investigation into the 
multi-crore ponzi scheme run by 
Karnataka-based I-Monetary 
Advisory (IMA) and its group 
entities which allegedly duped 
lakhs of people promising higher 
returns using Islamic ways of 
investment. The agency has 
booked the company and alleged 
mastermind and managing 
director Mansoor Khan, besides 
24 others and four sister concerns 
of the IMA, they said.

SHIVAKUMAR 
APPEARS BEFORE 
ED FOR 3RD TIME
NEW DELHI:  Senior Karnataka 
Congress leader D K Shivakumar 
appeared before the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) for questioning 
in a money laundering case for 
the third time on Monday, 
officials said. The investigating 
officer of the case had quizzed 
him for over four hours on Friday 
and about eight hours on Satur-
day as part of the probe. The 
ex-miniter’s statement was 
recorded during the last two 
occasions under the PMLA.

NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court on Monday refused to 
quash the investigation started by Maharashtra Police 
against senior NCP leader Ajit Pawar and over 70 
others in the Maharashtra State Cooperative Bank 
case, saying the probe cannot be stopped. The court 
refused to interfere with the Bombay high court’s 
direction for the police to register an FIR against Pawar 
and others. The bench observed that the case involves 
huge money and investigation cannot be stopped.

CAN’T STOP PROBE AGAINST AJIT 
PAWAR IN MAHA BANK CASE: SC

n Union minister Rajnath Singh meets Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe in Tokyo on Monday. During the 
wide-ranging talks, Singh conveyed to the PM that 
India’s decision to revoke J&K’s special status will 
benefit the people of the region. In the annual Indo-Japan
defence ministerial talks, the two sides discussed ways 
to further strengthen the existing bilateral defence 
cooperation and resolved to adopt new initiatives. ANI

RAJNATH IN TOKYO

Uttar Pradesh legislator Kul-

deep Singh Sengar, who was

expelled by the Bharatiya Jan-

ata Party (BJP) last month,

raped her in 2017 when she was

a minor. 

She and her lawyer met with

an accident in Rae Bareli on

July 28.The rape survivor’s fam-

ily has alleged Sengar orches-

trated the attack from inside

prison. Her mother claimed the

accident was meant to “elimi-

nate” her daughter.

A CBI official, requesting

anonymity, confirmed record-

ing the woman’s statement but

refused to divulge the details.

The Supreme Court has directed

the agency to finish the probe in

accident by September 6.

In its first information report

(FIR) registered in the accident

case, CBI has named suspended

Sengar and his brother Manoj

Singh Sengar, among others.

Meanwhile, the Delhi high

court issued notice to the lawyer

representing the survivor as

to why contempt proceedings

should not be initiated against

him for hindering the judicial

proceedings by frequently

interrupting during the hear-

ing.

The court was hearing a peti-

tion by Uttar Pradesh constable

Amir Khan, who is in judicial

custody, seeking the quashing

of framing of charges, including

murder and criminal conspir-

acy, against him. 

He has contended that an

August 13 order was “illegal,

improper, prejudicial and

against established principles of

criminal procedure code”.

Advocate Dharmendra

Kumar Mishra, however,

claimed that he did not do any-

thing which could have invited

contempt proceedings. 

The court listed his plea for

further hearing on September 5.

n Members of All India Democratic Women's Association and others 
protest against UP CM Yogi Adityanath after the Unnao rape victim’s 
car accident, outside UP Bhawan in New Delhi on July 30. ANI

HT Correspondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  On the 17th day of hear-

ing in the Ram Janmabhoomi-Ba-

bri Masjid land dispute case, the

Muslim parties commenced their

argument with senior advocate

Rajeev Dhawan rejecting

Archaeological Survey of India

(ASI)’s finding that there was a

massive structure at the site

before the mosque took its place.

Dhavan told a five-judge bench

led by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi

that there was no need to delve

into distant history. What was

relevant was who had the title to

the disputed site in Ayodhya

when the “sovereignty was

passed to the British.”

“There was no massive struc-

ture at the site and no Hindu

motifs. Just because there is a

peacock or lotus does not mean

they are Hindu,” he submitted

before a bench, which also com-

prising justices S A Bobde, D Y

Chandrachud, Ashok Bhushan

and S A Nazeer. 

“Even the Roman empire had

every possible animal,” Dhavan

said, discounting the arguments

advanced by the Hindu parties

that the recovery of lotus and pea-

cocks meant there was a temple at

the site. He pointed to flaws in the

methodology the ASI adopted to

conclude that a massive struc-

ture stood there before the

mosque. On the argument that a

well at the site reinforced the

presence of a temple, Dhavan

said: “There were no wells in the

Vedic period.” He even disputed

the argument that the presence of

a “parikrama route” around the

structure was evidence to the

presence of a temple. 

The question before the court

is with whom the title vested

when the sovereignty of this part

of the country passed on to the

British, the senior advocate said.

“It will create difficulties if Hin-

Muslim parties begin their 
arguments in Ayodhya case

HINDU PARTIES IN COURT

K Parasaran - Ram Lalla Virajman, the diety

 ‘Ram Janmasthan is a juridical 
person, Janma Sthan has 
become a personification of the 
deity and hence, an object of 
worship. It is believed that the 
God’s spirit lives in the 
janamsthan. 

 Faith is itself evidence that 
the janamsthan is where Lord 
Ram was born.

 The entire disputed land at 
Ayodhya was Lord Ram’s 
birthplace by faith and 
was indivisible. 

C S Vaidyanathan – Ram 
Lalla Virajman, the diety 

 Ramjanmabhoomi’s divinity 
was not lost even after a 
mosque was constructed over 
it. The temple’s sanctity 
remains even if it is destroyed

 Just because Muslims may 
have offered prayers at the 
site does not give them the 
right to lay claim over it. 

 Relies on photographic 
evidence from the site, which 
show images of human beings 
and animals, discounting the 
claim that that it is a mosque. 

 Archaeological Survey of 
India’s 2003 report saying that  
there was a temple at the 
disputed site.

Ranjit Kumar – Gopal 
Singh Visharad whose plea 
sought protection of his right to 
worship at the disputed site. 

 My right to worship is an 
unfettered right and it should 
be protected. 

Sushil Kumar Jain- 
Nirmohi Akahara  

 Claims Shebaiti rights (as 
agent of the deity) in relation 
to deity of Lord Ram

 Relies on documentary 
evidence that though a 
structure in the form of a 
mosque existed, its ownership 
was held with the Akhara 

 Nirmohi Akhara managed the 
land till 1934

P N Mishra – Sri Ramjanmabhumi Punarudhar Samiti 

 Quran doesn’t permit building 
of a mosque on disputed land. 

 Babur did not get the mosque 

constructed nor he was the 
owner of the disputed land, 
hence the Sunni Waqf Board 
did not have any claim.

UP, to direct the Superintendent

of Police of Shahjahanpur, to

afford protection to the parents

and family members of the

girl...,” the court said. 

The court’s order came as it

was hearing a group of woman

lawyers, which had urged it to

take suo motu cognisance of the

case. The group said the student’s

family feared for their safety

because of the clout the college

administration enjoys with the

local authorities and police.

Additional solicitor general

Vikramjit Banerjee, who

appeared for UP, assured the

state’s full cooperation. 

The bench said it interacted

with the student and her parents

in-camera and added “she had

certain grievances against the

institution [where she was study-

ing] and also against the manage-

ment. We are not expressing any

opinion…all that we are inclined

to say is that correctness of griev-

ance has to be addressed,’’ the

bench said. It added the SIT shall

look into that two cross FIRs reg-

istered in the matter and proceed.

During her interaction with

the judges last week, she told

them that she left Shahjahanpur

along with her three college

mates to protect herself.

htnation

OBSERVATION Top court was hearing plea of one of the accused; 
CBI records rape survivor’s statement at AIIMS in accident case

Want Unnao trial to be fair: SC

HT Correspondent 
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court on

Monday ordered the Uttar Pra-

desh government to set-up an

inspector general rank officer led

Special Investigating Team (SIT)

to probe the harassment allega-

tions a student at a law college in

Uttar Pradesh’s Shahjahanpur

has levelled and to provide secu-

rity to her family.

Former Union minister and

Bharatiya Janata Party leader

Swami Chinmayanand was

booked for allegedly kidnapping

the student after she posted a

video on social media accusing “a

big leader of the saint society” of

threatening her and “destroying

the lives of several girls”.

The student was traced to

Rajasthan days after she went

missing after posting the video on

her Facebook page on August 24

and was produced before the apex

court on August 30. Chinmaya-

nand is chairman of the law col-

lege, where she studies.

A bench of Justices R Banuma-

thi and AS Bopanna issued the

direction regarding the SIT while

underlining that it was not com-

menting on the merits of the alle-

gation. It transferred the case to

the Allahabad high court to moni-

tor the police probe.  The bench

listed the issue related to shifting

the student to another college

under the Meerut University in

Bareilly district, where her

younger brother is pursuing law,

for hearing on September 4.

The court ordered police pro-

tection for the student’s family

after her parents expressed

apprehensions about their safety.

“We direct the Chief Secretary, of

SIT probe ordered 
in law student case 

THE BENCH SAID IT 
INTERACTED WITH THE 
STUDENT AND HER 
PARENTS AND ADDED 
SHE HAD CERTAIN 
GRIEVANCES AGAINST 
THE INSTITUTION AND 
ALSO ITS  MANAGEMENT

lowing a complaint by an educa-

tion officer in the matter. The

accused, Pal, has been taken into

custody,” Pandey said.

Jaiswal is a journalist though

it’s not known if he represented

any mainstream media. He said,

“I had informed additional basic

shiksha adhikari when I went to

shoot the video.” e posted a video

on social media in which he has

claimed that he was merely “dis-

charging his duty as a journalist.”

The video went viral on social

media on August 22 and

prompted Mirzapur district mag-

Sudhir Kumar
n letters@htlive.com

VARANASI:  The police on Sunday

booked two people, including a

journalist, for shooting and circu-

lating a video of flatbread and salt

being served to students at a gov-

ernment primary school at Shuir

in Mirazpur district last month

on charges that they conspired to

defame the Uttar Pradesh gov-

ernment. 

Mirzapur police superintend-

ent Awadhesh Kumar Pandey

said the two, Pawan Jaiswal and

Rajkumar Pal, have been booked

under sections 186 (voluntarily

obstructing a public servant in

discharge of his function), 193

(false evidence), 120 B (criminal

conspiracy) and 420 (cheating).

“The case was registered fol-

istrate Anurag Patel to order a

probe into the matter. The

school’s headmaster, Radha

Gupt, was suspended while two

other officials were issued a

notice. Patel said he also consti-

tuted a four-member committee

to look into the matter after Uttar

Pradesh chief minister Yogi Adit-

yanath took a serious note of it.

“On his instruction, a probe was

conducted. The investigation

revealed that the video was pre-

pared and circulated deliber-

ately,” said Patel.  He added that

the video appeared to have been

prepared with a malicious intent.

Patel said Pal, who looked after

the work under the midday meal

scheme, called Jaiswal to the

school on August 22 and, “under

a conspiracy”, shot and shared

the video on the social media. 

M I R Z A P U R  M I D - D AY  M E A L

Journalist among two booked 
for shooting ‘roti, salt’ video 

MIRZAPUR SP SAID THE 
CASE WAS REGISTERED 
AFTER  A COMPLAINT BY 
AN EDUCATION OFFICER 

Ritesh Mishra 
n ritesh.mishra@htlive.com

RAIPUR::  A Chhattisgarh 

police team trekked 12 km 

through jungles to carry an 

injured Maoist commander 

to a hospital in Dantewada on 

Sunday, a police officer said 

on Monday. Madkam Hidma, 

who carried a bounty of Rs 5 

lakh on his head, is now 

undergoing treatment for 

gangrene.

 He developed gangrene 

after he was injured about a 

fortnight ago when he fell 

while laying an improvised 

explosive device (IED).

“It is heartening that 

police personnel even after 

knowing that he had fallen 

while laying the IED carried 

him on a cot and admitted 

him to the district hospital,” 

said Dantewada’s police 

superintendent Abhishek 

Pallava.

He said a team of 35 consta-

bles had been dispatched to 

bring the Maoist commander 

from a village in the jungle 

where he was being treated. 

The team carried Hidma for 

12 km crossing rivers and 

rough terrain. There were no 

other Maoist in the village.

“I instructed the force to 

bring the injured Maoist 

commander to hospital and 

did not waste time in interro-

gating him. Hidma developed 

gangrene and the infection 

could have been life-threat-

ening,” said Pallava.

A member of the Maoists’

Malangir Area Committee, 

Hidma has over 10 cases reg-

istered against him for 

attacks on security forces in 

Sukma and Dantewada dis-

tricts of Bastar region.

Pallava said that Hidma 

was injured in the forests 

near Nagarguda village in 

Sukma district.

“He was being given faith

healing and local treatment. 

Despite the swelling and 

blackening of limbs, he was 

not allowed to get allopathic 

treatment,” Pallava said.

Police had been tipped off

about an injured man whom 

they later identified as 

Hidma.

Pallava said the police 

could consider recruiting 

Hidma.

“First, we treat all Maoists

as citizens of the country and 

they have a right to medical 

treatment. If they have com-

mitted any crimes, courts 

will later try and punish 

them. 

Secondly, it sends a posi-

tive signal to villagers that 

policemen are there to help 

them and thus boosts the per-

ception of police and thirdly, 

Hidma can be an asset for 

future Naxal operations if he 

surrenders and joins the 

police force,” he said.

Police trek 12 km to take injured Maoist  to hospital
IN  CHHATTISGARH

›
It is heartening that
police personnel even

after knowing that he had 
fallen while laying the IED 
admitted him to a hospital
ABHISHEK PALLAVA,  Dantewada SP
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New Delhi: Congress tar-
geted Modi government
over the failing economy
again on Monday and said it
would have risen above pet-
ty politics to seek the help of
economic experts like for-
mer PM Dr Manmohan
Singh if the government re-
ally meant to clean up the fi-
nancial mess it led the coun-
try into. 

To buttress its argument
that economy was in much
better health under Manmo-
han Singh-led UPA in com-
parison to the Modi-led NDA
government, Congress also
released a comparative
chart to show GDP growth
in UPA at 8.02% in compari-
son to NDA’s 5%, unemploy-
ment at 2.2% under UPA in
comparison 7.9% under Mo-
di and export growth of 69%
under the UPA, which has
now plummeted to (-)9.71%. 

The attack by the princi-
pal opposition followed
statements critical of the
government by former PM
Manmohan Singh and se-
nior party functionaries in-
cluding former president
Rahul Gandhi and AICC
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra.

“If the BJP govt. had any
intention of fixing the mess
they have created they
would put aside petty poli-
tics & seek the help of ex-
perts such as former PM Dr.
Manmohan Singh - who has
proved his mettle in eco-
nomic affairs plenty of
times,” Congress said on
Twitter. On Sunday, Singh
had referred to the state of
the Indian economy as

“deeply worrying” and had
urged the government to put
aside “vendetta politics”. 

Govt should have
sought help of

Manmohan: Cong
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New Delhi: Contesting the
claims of Hindu parties for
ownership of the 2.77 acre dis-
puted Ram Janmabhoomi-Ba-
bri Masjid land in Ayodhya,
Muslim parties on Monday
told the Supreme Court that
the case could not be decided
on the basis of Hindus’ belief
and faith that Lord Ram was
born at the disputed site by
glossing over recorded histori-
cal facts since 1934 about a ‘liv-
ing’ mosque.

For the Muslim parties, se-
nior advocate Rajeev Dhavan
said the SC’s decision in this
case would have grave impact
on the future of India, its secu-
larism and the secular charac-
ter of the Constitution. “What
is to be determined and how in
this case? How will the court
determine the exact location of
Lord Ram’s birthplace?” he
asked.

Opening the arguments for
Muslim parties on the 17th day
of hearing before a bench of
Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi
and Justices S A Bobde, D Y
Chandrachud, Ashok Bhush-
an and S Abdul Nazeer, the se-
nior advocate faulted an obser-
vation from Justice Chandra-
chud that the court has to do a
balancing act while hearing
this case.

Asserting that Muslims
were rightful owners of the
disputed site, Dhavan said,
“The entire secular structure

of this country will crumble if
we do a balancing act in this
case, as was said by Justice
Chandrachud. There are no
Hindu motifs in Babri Masjid.
Just because a peacock or a lo-
tus picture was found on some
slab, does it mean it was a Hin-
du structure?

“In 1934, Hindus damaged
the masjid. In 1949, they tres-
passed into the masjid and
placed idols inside it. In 1992,
the Hindus demolished it.
Where do these facts stand for
consideration before the Su-
preme Court? Do we lose sight
of contemporary historical
facts and travel into faith and
belief to decide this case? And
Hindus say their rights are to
be protected. Is it a Hindu Con-
stitution that their rights
would be protected despite all
these historical facts stacked
against their claim?”

When the bench said there
was no need to go into Hindu
Constitution as it was a secular
Constitution, Dhavan said it
was important to discern cer-
tain things from the manner in

which some Hindu parties had
argued their case. “It is impor-
tant for the future of the coun-
try,” he added.

He said the mosque was
built on vacant land and as-
sailed the ASI report about evi-
dence of a huge Hindu struc-
ture underneath the demol-
ished Babri Masjid. “The ASI
dug 90 trenches and found
some Hindu structure dating
back to several periods of histo-
ry. This means these structur-
es belonged to several periods
and which had become ruins.
When the mosque was built, it
was over barren land. No defi-
nite conclusion about pre-ex-
istence of Hindu structure at
the site can be derived from the
ASI report,” he added.

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

‘Don’t decide Ayodhya
case on Hindus’ belief’

BONE OF CONTENTION: Hindu
and Muslim parties have been
contesting for the ownership of
the disputed land in Ayodhya
since 1992
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New Delhi: In a major recognition to
Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s ambi-
tious Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan, the US
based Bill and Melin-
da Gates Foundation
will confer the PM

with an award for his clean India ini-
tiative which was launched during
his first term at the Centre in 2014.

The foundation has decided to
honour Modi with the award during
his visit to the US later this month.

Minister of state in the PMO, Ji-
tendra Singh on Monday made the
announcement and said, “Another
award, another moment of pride for
every Indian as PM Modi’s diligent
and innovative initiatives bring lau-
rels from across the world. PM Modi
to receive award from Bill Melinda
Gates Foundation for #SwachhBha-
ratAbhiyaan during his visit to the
United States”.

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, or the
Clean India Mission, was one of the
first few ambitious projects that PM
Modi launched immediately after the
BJP-led NDA came to power in 2014.
The project was launched as a tribute
to Mahatma Gandhi on his birth an-
niversary on October 2, 2014.

PM Modi is travelling to the Unit-
ed States later this month to attend
the annual session of the United
States General Assembly.

The Clean India initiative, pri-
marily focused at elimination of open
defecation nationwide, has two
thrust areas: Swachh Bharat Abhi-
yan (rural), which operates under the
ministry of drinking water and sani-
tation, and Swachh Bharat Abhiyan
(urban), which operates under the
ministry of housing and urban af-
fairs. A 2018 report by the World

Health Organisation said at least 1.8
lakh diarrhoeal deaths have been
averted in rural areas since the
launch of Swachhta Bharat pro-
gramme. Government estimates
claim over 89% houses in villages
now have got sanitary toilets.

Gates Foundation 
to honour PM Modi
for Swachh Bharat 
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New Delhi: The government is hoping for a 10%
jump in tax returns filed by the end of March as
many individuals who did not make their annual
filings by the August 31deadline may do so by pay-
ing a penalty.

Data released by the income tax department
on Sunday showed that returns filed up to August
had increased by 4% to 5.65 crore but was largely
limited to salaried individuals. Going forward,
those who file their returns by December will
have to pay a penalty of Rs 5,000 while a penalty of
Rs 10,000 will be levied on those filing by March 31.
In the coming months, several other categories
have to file their annual returns.

Last year, there was a 71% jump in the number
of returns filed up to August 31. The number of re-
turns filed for financial year 2017-18 rose 26% up
to March 31 as the government managed to add
nearly 1 crore new filers, taking the number to
6.84 crore. Officials said the surge last year was on
account of demonetisation as well as the initial
impact of goods and services tax, which was
rolled out on July 1, 2017, prompting many to dis-
close their income which was suppressed earlier.

Tax officials said the growth this year was
achieved on the back of a steady rise over the last
two-three years.

Besides, they believe that the robustness of
the Aadhaar system has also been proved during
the current exercise as nearly 80% of the over 3
crore returns that have been verified were done
using the unique identification number as people
opted to do away with sending returns by courier.

The government finds the increasing use of
Aadhaar as an ID in the I-T returns process en-
couraging along with the broad acceptance of
pre-filled forms with details such as salary, in-
come from FDs and mutual funds and TDS picked
from an assessee’s PAN card details. 

Tax filings may
increase 10% by

March-end: Govt

BJP on Monday hit out at
former PM Manmohan

Singh for his criticism of
Centre’s handling of the
economy and said India
could not achieve desired
growth under him as he was
used as a “puppet” by some
to promote corruption, while
PM Narendra Modi’s
economic policy had
propelled the country to the
top of world economies.

The Indian economy was
doing “quite well” despite a
global slowdown, BJP
spokesperson Sambit Patra
said, adding that the Modi
government had laid a
“formal foundation” with
measures such as the GST
and tax reforms. TNN

BJP: Manmohan was
used as ‘puppet’,
economy doing well

Acceding to senior advocate
Kapil Sibal’s request, the

five-judge bench headed by CJI
Ranjan Gogoi on Monday
agreed to hear Rajeev Dhavan’s
application seeking initiation of
contempt proceedings against
an 88-year-old man for allegedly
cursing him with physical
disabilities for appearing for
Muslim parties against deity
Ram Lalla.

Sibal said Dhavan had been
receiving threats for appearing
for Muslims on and off but the
letter by the 88-year-old from
Chennai took the cake. “By
sending the letter, the alleged
contemnor has committed
criminal contempt because he
is intimidating a senior
advocate who is appearing for a
party/parties before the SC and
discharging his duties as a
senior advocate,” he added.

SC to hear Dhavan’s
contempt plea

Following the “Micchami
Dukkadam” ritual of Jainism, PM

Narendra Modi on Monday sought
“forgiveness” from not only people of
the country but also the world and
pledged to forgive them all.

Cultural, societal and economic
powers of the state makes India a
great nation. “We have to identify
these power and promote them to give
opportunity to the state at national
and global level,” Modi said and
added, “By these very powers, we
shall fulfil the pledges that we have
taken for the next five years.” He
spoke about significance of forgive-
ness while unveiling the new Gujarat
Bhavan — “Garvi Gujarat” — on Akbar
Road in New Delhi, which he said, is
testimony to the changing work
culture in the government offices of
the country as the project has been
completed well ahead of schedule.
“There is an old tradition in Jainism of
saying Michhami Dukkadam, which
means I’m sorry. Today from this
platform, I am also saying “Michhami
Dukkadam to people of Gujarat, the
country and now also to the world,”
Modi said as he unveiled the
eco-friendly Gujarat House just in
front of Congress office, spread over
an area of over 7,000 sq feet and
completed eight months before
schedule. This is the second state
bhawan of the Gujarat government in
New Delhi. Akhilesh Singh TNN

PM inaugurates new
Gujarat Bhavan

Dhavan Opens
Arguments For
Muslim Parties

Police
arrest JMB
operative in
Kolkata: The
Kolkata Police
STF arrested a
Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen
Bangladesh
operative
from Canal
East Road
near Gaznabi
Bridge in
Kolkata. Md
Abul Kashem
(22) from
Mangolkote in
Burdwan, is a
foot soldier,
who had come
to Kolkata
from
Jharkhand to
attend a JMB
camp on the
instructions of
JMB chief
Salauddin
Salahein, said
sources in
police police
force. TNN

The presence of mind and timely action by an alert nurse saved the lives of nine
premature babies from a fire at Indira Gandhi Government College and Hospital

in Nagpur on Friday. Savita Ikhar, 47 also had the foresight to immediately turn off
the jumbo oxygen cylinders thus averting a greater tragedy. Apart from evacuating
the babies, Ikhar also ensured that identification labels were put on them to tell
them apart later. As the hospital lacked a fire alarm or firefighting equipment,
Savita wasted no time in evacuating the babies by herself. Sarfaraz Ahmed TNN

Alert nurse saves 9 preemies from fire in Nagpur
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